
	  

	  
	  

Family Literacy is a program where families learn and go to school together.  Parents work on literacy skills, English as a 
Second Language or GED preparation, and attend parent education classes.  Children, ages birth to 5 years, learn and 
play in an early childhood classroom, preparing them for later school success. 

The program started 20 years ago as a Federally-funded Evenstart program.  The program’s purpose is to help parents 
reach their literacy goals as well as gain new parenting skills. Many parents are able to improve their English speaking, 
reading and writing skills and are able to help their children do the same. The program assists children in learning social 
and cognitive skills that will prepare them for school.  Research indicates that a mother’s literacy level is a strong 
predictor of a child’s success in school. Studies have also shown that parents who are comfortable with school settings 
are more likely to partner in their child’s school success. 

 

  

The Family Literacy program is supported by Community Education’s Adult Basic Education Program and Early 
Childhood Family Education Program. The staff consists of an Adult Basic Education teacher, a Parent Educator, an 
Early Childhood Educator and paraprofessionals. Family Literacy families have represented many countries over the 
past 20 years:  the United States, Mexico, El Salvador, Venezuela, Peru, Jordan, Indonesia,  Japan, China, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Thailand,  Laos, Guinea, Indonesia, Iran, India, Somalia, Kenya, and Ethiopia. 

In addition to the literacy and parenting skills gained, participants have been able to go on to earn their diplomas, pass 
GED tests, become citizens, gain driver's licenses and go on to higher education at local colleges. Past participants are 
now practicing as medical assistants, school liaisons, nursing assistants, teachers, cosmetologists and many other careers 
in the workforce. 

The community has also supported Family Literacy In many ways. Speakers have been provided from the Crisis 
Nursery, Health Partners Dental, the Metro Bus Company, Great River Regional Library, the MN Extension service, 
Stearns County Public Health and the Waite Park Police Department.  Great River Education Arts Theatre (GREAT) has 
given complimentary tickets to families so that they can attend their first theatrical producation. The Waite Park 
and St. Cloud libraries have provided many tours and story times over the years. The College of St. Benedict has 
provided student workers through the America Reads Program.  Family Literacy students have given back by 
volunteering and raising money for Kids Against Hunger. Students have also raised money to buy playground 
equipment and construct a playground for a past Family Literacy site. 

  

A teacher in the St. Cloud schools recently said, “I had the pleasure of working with a new substitute teacher at 
Discovery this week.  She was a past Family Literacy student and she raved about the program.  Her family moved here 
from another country and she had no friends, needed better English skills and wanted a place for her child to play with 
others.  She had tears talking about each of the teachers who worked with them from Family Literacy and Adult Basic 
Education.  Now she is a substitute teacher for our district, her child has entered Kindergarten and they are expecting a 
new baby this summer!  What a wonderful success story!” 

It has been a great 20 years for Family Literacy.  Thanks to the district and community for all the support, to the staff for 
their commitment to our families and to the students for their hard work and many successes over the past 20 years!  

 
Story and photos provided by Lissa Miller, Parent Educator 
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