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Keeping your child focused in Distance Learning

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Thank You! This December I want to extend my deepest thanks
for your collaboration, time and dedication to your child's
learning. We see the amount of collaborative energy and grace
being given by parents, extended families and teachers during
distance learning 2.0 and we are immensely grateful for your
�exibility and dedication. Your collaboration and partnership
make distance learning successful.
Remember that school will resume January 4th and will remain
in distance learning until January 19th. Homework/Seesaw
help will be available for Discovery students during this time.
Virtual Academic/Seesaw Support

Monday – Thursday 4-7 pm
January 4th-15th
District Teachers and Staff
Google Meet Codes

Kindergarten & 1stGrade: K1Help
2nd& 3rdGrades: 23Help
4th& 5thGrades: 45Help

On January 19th Discovery students K-5 will return to the hybrid
model.

Students in grades K-2 will attend school in-person
Monday-Thursday and learn from home on Fridays.
Students in grades 3-5 will attend school in-person two
days a week following the same A/B rotation previously
assigned and learn from home on Fridays.

https://education.jhu.edu/2020/04/8tipsforfocus/
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Our Classrooms

8 Tips to Help Your Child Focus … education.jhu.edu

Here are eight tips to help your child maintain focus and stay
engaged during this time of distance learning.

UPCOMING DATES
January 4th- Students return from Christmas break
January 15th- Two hour early release day
January 19th- Students return to Discovery

KINDERGARTEN
Keeping Up With Kindergarten ~
We �rst and foremost want to say how proud we are of our
kindergarten students for how well they have adapted to
Distance Learning! It is a learning experience for all of us, but
we love seeing and hearing all of our students every day in our
Google Meets. This past month’s learning shifted to online, but
we still worked hard and learn many things. In reading we
focused on identifying the characters, setting, and events in a
story from the key details. In Math we learned about position
words and worked hard on counting, writing, and reading our
teen numbers. In Social Studies and Science, we studied our
community, careers, and the beginning of economics. We
�nished up learning about all of our letters and sounds and are
now ready to put them to use to help us read CVC words.
Come, January we will be ready to continue our learning and
build on everything we have learned so far this year!
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1ST GRADE
Greetings from 1st Grade!
In math, we are working on addition and subtraction strategies
to 20. Some of these strategies include counting forward or
back 1, 2, or 3, using a number line, using doubles, and creating
fact families.
In reading, we are practicing what to do when we get stuck on a
word. Here are some strategies for you to try at home:

Read it again (reread)
Think about words you know (ex: If I know “bat”, I can read
“cat” “hat” “mat”)
Look for a chunk (ex: If I know the word “day”, it can help
me read “today”)
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2ND GRADE
Dear Second Grade Families,

We will be returning to school on January 19, students should
bring back materials that were sent home with them. We look
forward to seeing all of them again inside the Discovery
building.

The Second Grade Scoop—
Reading-
We continue to work through our Wonders curriculum. We need
students to be practicing reading at home. All students can
read to a younger/older brother or sister. We know that
distance learning has been hard, and we are proud of the
students who show up to every reading google meet and
participate in the learning happening. We will be taking the
STAR test after our return to school on January 19.

Math-
We are moving into a unit on number patterns. This unit works
on counting by 2, 5 and 10, please practice these concepts with
your child. Some of you can also practice counting by different
numbers such as (3,4, 6, 7), this will help you with your
repeated addition and multiplication as we move through the
year. Please continue to work with your child on addition and
subtraction facts, too.

Please reach out if you have any questions- we are here for
you!
Love,
Second Grade Teachers

https://s.smore.com/u/d3ec23330427d3a2d2e209dc5c2eb6d9.png


3RD GRADE
Hello Wonderful 3rd Grade Families,

First off, we want to tell our families what an amazing job you
and your children have done in logging on for school and being
in charge of their learning. We are so proud of each of our
students for their hard work and effort, thank you for your
support.

Math:
1. We have wrapped up our subtraction and addition units

with numbers up to the 100,000 place!
2. We will be moving into multiplication. One way to help

support your child in this new learning is that
multiplication is just repeated addition. Have your child
�ip 2 cards and practice their multiplication this way. You
can even make it a race- who can answer it �rst!

Reading:
1. Students will start our poetry unit when we return from

winter break. We will compare and contrast free-verse,
rhyme, and alliteration poetry. Visualizing and
understanding the poet's point of view when writing will
also be a focus. Poetry is such a great way for students to
dive deep into their imagination!

We will be taking our STAR reading and math tests upon
returning to hybrid after January 19th. This is just one of many
reasons it is so important students are logging in, checking
their see-saw and being prepared for each Google Meet.

Again, thank you for your continued support. We couldn't do it
without you- it takes a village!

3rd Grade Team

Ms. Auer
Ms. Fleegel
Ms. Quimby
Ms. Sautner
Ms. Johnson
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4TH GRADE
Hello from fourth grade!

We have had a busy month transitioning to online learning. We
are so proud of our students for following their schedules,
logging into their google meetings for live instruction, and
completing their SeeSaw activities. Thank you for helping your
child complete their distance learning requirements. This past
month we have been learning about multiplication and division
in math and have been focusing on �nding the theme and main
idea in our stories in reading. Over the break, please encourage
your child to read and ask them questions about the books
they are reading. They can read books they have at home, on
EPIC, or on RAZ kids. They can also practice their math facts
with the packets and �ash cards that were sent home in
November. We wish you a safe and happy break and we look
forward to seeing the kids online again January 4th.

-Ms. Smith and Mrs. Miller

5TH GRADE
5th grade January Newsletter

Happy New Year! The �fth-grade teachers and staff hope that
you all had a happy and healthy break from school. We will
begin the 3rd trimester learning from home and will return to
hybrid learning on Tuesday, January 19.

This month in �fth grade students will be reading informational
texts to learn key facts and identify main ideas. In math we will
be �nishing our unit on long division and will begin learning
about fractions. Please continue to encourage your child to
read every day and to practice their math skills. We will be
taking the STAR test again to measure how well we have grown
in reading and math. 
We also want to remind all students to wear jackets, hats,
boots, and gloves when we return to school on January 19. We
go outside for recess every day and want students to be
comfortable during that time. If your child needs cold weather
clothing, please let the school know.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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PUSH UPS ELBOW PLANKS SQUATS

Here we are entering a new calendar year. This is the time of year where people like to make
changes and resolutions for life. Being home for distance learning is a great time to start new
routines and create new habits for life at home. We are challenging all our students and
families to add in one exercise to their daily routine and do their best to get 8-11 hours of
sleep.

Here are three exercises you can do at home to add to your daily routines:

Push ups (wall, knee, or toe)

Planks (Knees, toes)

Squats

Have exercising and getting healthier as a family.

Mailing Address
700 7th Street South
Waite Park, MN 56387

Phone: 320-370-6180
Fax: 320-370-6329
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