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Hello Oak Hill Families, 

I want to thank the Oak Hill community for the wonderful 

turnout for our Literacy Night celebrating Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory. Many people were involved in the plan-

ning of this event, and I would like to thank our Oak Hill 

staff for working well beyond their work day preparing our 

building for this family event. We are fortunate to have 

such a dedicated staff! 

This past Tuesday, I had the privilege of accompanying 

Mrs. Lillehaug to a luncheon hosted by Sertoma Club to 

announce the student winner of the Sertoma Freedom Week 

Essay contest. We joined Ben Schmitt, Oak Hill 5th Grader 

who was one of three district finalists, along with his par-

ents, Glen and Brenda. In addition to Sertoma Club officials 

and members, Dr. Marsha Baisch, our Assistant Superinten-

dent and Joni Olson, Executive Director, were on hand to 

hear the three finalists read their essays and await the re-

sults of who won. 

We are proud at Oak Hill to announce that our own Ben 

Schmitt was the winner of the Sertoma Freedom Essay con-

test. It was a very proud moment for his parents and our 

school community. His essay is included in the ACORN, 

Way to go, Ben! 

Finally, I hope that everyone enjoys the March break next 

week. 

-Michael Rivard, Principal 

 

Oak Hill Upcoming Events 

 March 10th: Yearbook Orders Due 

 March 13th: Mid-Winter Break 
Begins 

 March 21st: PTSA Meeting and 
Last Blast Planning Meeting 

 March 24th: Bingo Night 

 April 24th: Texas Roadhouse    
Dining Event 

 May 25th: Last Blast Picnic 
 

Looking for an Oak Hill Event? 

Check out the Oak Hill Acorn 

and the Thursday E-mail  

www.isd742.org/oakhill  Oak Hill 

News 

 

 



 

 

PTSA Position Open 

The PTSA is looking for someone to help coordinate events and volunteers for the remainder of this school year. 

The person will work closely with the board, but especially Jessica Glieden and Joy Gustin who have served in 

these positions in the past. If you are interested in this position, please contact Joy Gustin at 763.482.0076. 

Last Blast Volunteers Needed 

Join us on March 21st to begin planning for this year’s event. Volunteers are needed for 

various planning committee positions, and help with the silent auction, food, and games. If 

you are interested in volunteering, please contact Joy Gustin at 763.482.0076. 

 

2016-2017 PTSA Board 

   President: Joy Gustin   Vice President: Jennifer Roche 

   Treasurer: Sara Backes   Secretary: Jennifer Collier 

   Ways and Means: Jessica Glieden  Acorn Editor: Angie Janni  

   Teacher Liaison: Amanda Anderson Events/Volunteer Coordinator:  

      Phoebe Kohman 

What Freedom Means to Me... 

When I think of freedom, I think about people who have given their lives for others. Like the military who 

go over seas to fight for our country to keep us safe. They are the reason we are able to sleep peaceful 

at night, walk our streets, feel safe, and live in a peaceful community with our family and friends. 

 

In the United States, we have the freedom to come and go as we please, to go to school to learn and get 

a good education in the city and school we want - as a child, that might be my most treasured freedom. 

 

With the freedom of speech, I have the opportunity to speak my mind and make decision on how I feel 

about things in all parts of my life and to one day vote for who will run our cities and country. We can  

voice our opinion without fear and be a part of the decision-making process, which is a freedom that  

doesn’t happen in some parts of the world. 

 

The freedom to choose and believe in my own religion is just as important as any other freedom. Even if 

some people don’t believe in the same religion as me, at least we all have that choice to make in     

America. These are just a few examples of the many freedoms we have and none of them should be tak-

en for granted. It’s a privilege that we have these opportunities for freedom and that’s what freedom 

means to me. 

 

- Ben Schmitt, 5th Grader 



 

 

Computer Science and Robotics! 

Over the past two weeks, Mrs. Hollenkamp (Media Specialist) and Mrs. Anderson (Differentiation       
Specialist), have been teaching school wide enrichment to all students in the fields of computer science 
and robotics. Each grade level had lessons with coding and programming robots. The students were   
excited, enthusiastic, and highly motivated to continue their learning in computer science. 

 

Computer science opens more doors for students than any other discipline in today’s world. Learning 
even the basics will help students in virtually any career—from architecture to zoology. Just as we teach 
students how to add and subtract, or how electricity works, it’s important for every 21st century student to 
have a chance to design an app or an algorithm, or learn how the Internet works. Computer science is 
about logic, problem solving, and creativity. It teaches students how to think differently about problems 
they are trying to solve in any context. It teaches kids how to create digital artifacts and how those       
artifacts impact the world around them by looking at issues such as privacy and security. 

 

Technology affects every field of commerce. In healthcare – computing is part of operating rooms every 
day and it is enabling breakthroughs to better human life. In space – we are depending on a generation 
of robots to explore where humans cannot now. In our homes -- we are automating everyday things like 
our heating systems. On our roads – we depend on navigation systems to get us home and now we are 
experimenting with bringing self-driving cars into our everyday lives. In entertainment – blockbuster   
movies depend on computer science to bring new characters to life and provide us new completely     
animated worlds. Every single day this trend is growing across every single industry. 

 

A very simple way to think about computer science, is that it teaches kids how to CREATE new         
technologies instead of just being consumers of technology. 

 



 

 

United States Academic Triathlon 

The USAT season is about to wrap up for our fifth grade United States Academic Triathlon teams.  The 
U.S. Academic Triathlon is a creative thinking skills program and competition that teaches and rewards 
creative and divergent thought processes, cooperative brainstorming, general intellect, leadership and a 
flare for the dramatic.  Teams compete in three events- Face Off, Mind Sprints and P.A.R.T.Y. in a Box.  
On Friday, March 10, the teams will compete at the regional meet. Thank you to our coaches- Ana Baker, 
Chris Bernard, Stefanie Brown, Adrianna Marshall, Brenda Siers, and Stephen Walk.  

 

Book Fair Volunteers! 

Thank you to Tami Condon, Jenny Russell, Jennifer Wucherer, 

Diane Frantesl, Tom Savros, and Jennifer Doschadis for helping 

with the book fair! 

Celebrate National Americorp Week!  

This week we celebrate our Reading and 

Math Corps Members, Jamie Piernock and 

Chris Bernard! Chris serves as our Math 

Corps tutor for students in fourth and fifth 

grade. Jamie recently joined us in January 

and serves as our Reading Corps tutor for 

students in Kindergarten through third 

grade.  We are so fortunate to have a part-

nership with Americorps at Oak Hill.  

Thank you, Chris and Jamie, for your ser-

vice to Oak Hill! 



 

 

Position Opening for Americorps Members! 

Would you love to help children grow their reading or math skills and succeed in school? 
If your answer is yes, you can be trained to serve as a tutor with Minnesota Reading Corps 
or Minnesota Math Corps at Oak Hill. Whether you want to explore a career in education,    
re-enter the workforce, or give back to your community, you can be a child’s hero as a    
tutor. Last year, Minnesota Reading Corps and Minnesota Math Corps provided direct    
services to more than 35,000 children in more than 900 sites across the state. 
 

As a Literacy Tutor, you’ll use research-proven strategies to help students become          
proficient, confident readers. Positions available include: PreK, Kindergarten Focus, and 
Elementary (K-3) Literacy Tutors. As a Math Tutor, you’ll help struggling 4th-8th grade          
students gain the core math skills they need to prepare for high school graduation and   
college enrollment. There are openings for part-time and full-time tutors, and tutors     
typically serve most of their hours during the regular school day. 
 

Tutors come from many backgrounds and include recent high school and college grads,  
career changers, stay-at-home parents, and retirees. With extensive training, support 
from onsite coaches, and evidence-based strategies, tutors are well-equipped to change 
lives. Tutors may earn a living allowance, education award, and federal student loan for-
bearance, and will have the chance to make a real difference in the life of a child.  
 

To learn how you can join the Super Hero team of Minnesota Reading Corps or Minnesota 
Math Corps tutors, visit MinnesotaReadingCorps.org or MinnesotaMathCorps.org.  
 

Questions? Contact Internal Coach Amy Dvorak amy.dvorak@isd742.org or                        
recruitment@servemnaction.org or 866-859-2825.  

 

mailto:amy.dvorak@isd742.org

