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Tech’s New Covid Prevention Method
By Grace Hennen

After over a year of mask-wearing and covid prevention, everyone is getting sick of it. So
the Tech administration thought they should think of a more creative way to prevent Covid. They
came up with some cool ideas, but what was ultimately chosen was hamster balls.

Starting next week, every student, upon arrival to school, will be given a giant, clear
inflatable hamster ball. The hamster balls, which will be referred to as Anti-Covid Force Fields,
will be used all day, including during lunch and free periods where the students are at school.
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The idea is to keep kids from being too close together and also allow everyone to take off their
masks. This is going to be a fun way to get around the school while also social distancing.

This new method hasn’t been tested out yet, but the administration is hopeful that it won’t
be too dangerous. The biggest worry of the administration is going up and downstairs. Their
proposal to fix this is to make the stairs into conveyor belts with enough traction for students to
stand on while in the hamster ball and not fall. Another idea is to make some of the stairs into
slides so it's easier to go down them while in the hamster balls.

What do you think of the administration’s new idea? Hopefully it works out so that we
can change things up a bit and not have to wear our face masks all the time. Overall, I think the
Anti-Covid Force Fields will be a fun and interesting way to limit the spread of Covid
____________________________________________________________________________

New Tech - New Mascot
By Madeleine Prescott
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Recently, a coalition of staff and students at Tech High School successfully petitioned
Principal Harris to change the school mascot to the turkeys. They argue that the tiger mascot is
unoriginal and not particular to Tech. According to MinnPost, twenty-three Minnesota high
schools use the tiger as their mascot. This number is only surpassed by the number of high
schools that use the eagle, twenty-four. In addition to the commonality of the tiger mascot, the
coalition dislikes coming in second place with Apollo. “With the turkey, we can create our own
category and not lose to Apollo’s eagle mascot,” explained a student involved in the coalition.

Tigers are not native to Minnesota, and they are only seen in zoos. Well, zoos and the
display case in the entryway of Tech. The coalition opposes the image a taxidermied tiger creates
for Tech. Firstly, a dead tiger implies that our teams are dusty and fatigued. Secondly, according
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, tigers are considered endangered, and there are only an
estimated 3,500 tigers left in the wild. The coalition understands that the Tech tiger was not a
victim of trophy-hunting, but guests to the school do not necessarily know this. They find it in
bad taste to keep an endangered animal displayed in a box.

Alternatively, turkeys are common in Minnesota, particularly on the site of the new Tech
building. The turkey will be a unique, relevant mascot, with students, staff, and guests able to see
them roaming outside the school windows. The coalition acknowledges that some may view
turkeys negatively, but they urge their peers to remember Benjamin Franklin’s descriptions of the
turkey as “a true original Native of America” and a “Bird of Courage” in a letter to his daughter.
Additionally, the coalition recognizes that some may view the turkey as unintimidating, and may
prefer the previous mascot’s might. However, turkeys are aggressive. In fact, the Minnesota
DNR found it necessary to include a section on aggressive turkeys on their website, and the fact
that they also found it necessary to write “don’t let turkeys intimidate you” in bold is very telling.

Starting next school year, Tech’s mascot will be the illustrious and bold wild turkey.
Administrators are open to suggestions on Tech’s new colors, songs, and symbols. Do not miss
this opportunity to leave your mark on Tech! Submit your suggestions to the activities office by
Friday, May 21st for them to be considered.
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Tech to Redesign New Building to become a Residential School
By Haley Gobernatz

In light of the many strenuous hours, the St. Cloud school board has finally
come to a decision that Tech High School will now act as a permanent
residential school.

For readers who are not familiar with what exactly a residential school is, it
is in short a sleep-away school. Some families may be hesitant to let their
children participate in this wonderful opportunity, and that is completely
valid. However, any parents/guardians who fail to adhere to these new
mandates will have to pay a $100,000 fine, in addition to 500 hours of
community service. Attendance is not optional, but mandatory.
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St. Cloud Technical High School has the most modern and state-of-the-art
facility. Due to this factor, it is decided that all sleeping and showering areas
will be communal. Students enrolled will receive 3 meals, that align with the
Minnesota State nutritional standards, along with mandatory school uniforms.

So what are the benefits of this amazing opportunity? Well, students will be
subjected to longer and more educational school days, all students will be
obligated to take two extracurricular activities, this option also forces social
and personal maturity. The amazing thing about this school, unlike others, is
it keeps students all year round, making it so that students can further their
education into the summer months!

A normal school day would consist of 6 classes, spanning two hours each.
The cafeteria will be open from 4:15 to 4:45 for breakfast. The school will
start at 5 am and go to 6 pm, allowing for an hour lunch break. After school
students will go to their first activity till 7:00 and then have a 30-minute
supper break and then will go to their second activity until 8:30 pm. After
that lights out will be at 8:15. Longer classes will allow for all homework and
classwork to get done in class. More information will be shared when it is
known.

Just to reiterate, attendance is 100% mandatory, with no exceptions!
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New Activities being Offered at Tech
By Grace Roeder

While distance learning has proven an abundance of challenges in the face of the
2020-2021 school year, there have been numerous positive changes in response to such
obstacles. In the face of adversity, innovation rises, and at Tech, the innovations have been
abundant.

Among things like increased familiarity with technology, better assistance to those with
food insecurities, access to technological resources, and a number of online tutoring and
homework help options, Tech’s activities have also seen improvements and a newfound
uniqueness. Online-friendly activities ranging from Virtual Wrestling to Competitive Kahoot
Club will be offered at Tech in the 2021-2022 school year.

1. Virtual Wrestling: Calling all wrestlers! Due to arising concerns regarding the contact
wrestling requires, safety advocates have developed the activity “Virtual Wrestling” to be
offered at Tech! Compete with other schools across Minnesota and participate in your
favorite activity from the comfort of your own home.

2. Digital Lacrosse: The growing sport lacrosse is now being offered in a digital format at
Tech! Score goals with the click of a button and run across fields without lifting a foot.

3. Individual Football: Ever felt like you want to join a sport, but do not feel like putting
your introverted nature aside? Individual football may be for you! Everything regular
football might offer, but just completely individualized and can be played from your own
at-home football field.
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4. Competitive Kahoot Club: Attention all classroom kahoot champions! This club may be
for you. Show your quick-thinking skills in an online trivia environment and compete
with others across the nation.

5. Astronaut Basketball: Because of the pandemic causing basketball players to wear masks
this school year, in order to never face this problem again, administrators have developed
the activity of “Astronaut Basketball!” Play the amazing sport of basketball in a full
real-life NASA space suit. Plus, experience anti-gravity effects for maximum slam-dunk
points!

______________________________________________________________________________

Moving Back to the Old Tech
By Megan Maiers

Due to the coronavirus living on surfaces and creating an issue for anyone who comes in
contact with the same stuff as someone who is infected, the school board has elected to move
back into the old Tech building to deep clean out the new building.

This change will be a good step in keeping the school safe, and new ideas are also
circulating to further the progress made with this move. For example, experts predict a deep
cleaning of the whole building will only take 2 weeks, but the best plan of action is to take
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everything out of each classroom to cleanse it with a large UV lamp, and then take all of the
desks, shelves, and individual things like books out and also cleansing them individually with a
smaller UV lamp. This whole process will only take about one month, so the good news is that
we should be back in the new building for at least one more month of the school year.

Another idea to help keep the surface contamination to a minimum is to rotate between
using the old building and the new one every week. Since this may cause some confusion as of
how to move things like desks and supplies around, the decision has been made to just keep all
of the current supplies at the new Tech and dig out the old supplies out of the dumpsters they
were put in just a few years ago.

The concerns about the cleanliness of these supplies is not important as of right now
because the plans are to have each student carry around a rag to wipe off the visible dirt and
grime before they use them. The current pandemic particles are seen as more dangerous than the
other common germs staff and students could glean from the supplies from the dumpster.

The decisions are not made entirely yet, but these are some of the front-running options
as of right now. These will hopefully be able to decrease the amount of cases of COVID-19 in
the area.

8


