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The History of Homecoming 
Grace Roeder 

 Homecoming is one of 
the most anticipated events of 
the entire school year with 
sometimes thousands of 
students and staff coming 
together to celebrate their 
school and community.  

While the origins of 
homecoming are debated, it has 
been widely believed for many 
years that this tradition was 
first celebrated at University of 
Missouri-Columbia in 1911. A 
rule that college teams had to 
play on a school campus arose, 
and in order to bring attention 
to the new location, athletic 
director Chester Brewer 
encouraged Missouri-Columbia 
alumni to “come home” for a 
football game between the 
Missouri Tigers and Kansas 
Jayhawks. These two teams 
were one of the first college 
football rivalries from their first 
game in 1891 up until 2012 
when Missouri’s athletic 
conference changed.  
  
 

The idea of homecoming 
was a success with over 10,000 
alumni returning to celebrate a 
tie game of 3-3. 

This was believed to be 
the first annual homecoming 
centered around a parade and 
an American football game.  

A much smaller school, 
however, has also staked a 
claim in the birth of the 
homecoming tradition. Baylor 
University took part in a 
parade, pep rally, and 
gathering of alumni in 1909 
which are all classic elements of 
today’s homecoming 
celebrations.  
 

 

Photo of the Missouri Tigers vs. Kansas 
Jayhawks football game 

 
 
 
 

Later on, new traditions 
were added. A homecoming 
dance, spirit week, and 
coronation were soon included. 
High schools even began 
adapting the tradition into the 
school year, making the 
festivities a high point in the 
football season.  

Traditionally, the dance is 
open to all students and is 
characterized by either semi-
formal or casual attire.   

The first homecoming in 
St. Cloud took place in 1925 at 
SCSU, but since 2010 it has been 
cancelled until its return this 
year. At Technical High School, 
however, students have 
celebrated homecoming for 
decades.  

The tradition of 
homecoming and its festivities 
has been a captivating and 
memorable event to many for 
close to a century. Here’s to 
another century of celebration 
and spirit! 
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Student Feature 
Homecoming King and Queen 

Libby Neuman 
 

Congratulations to Amin 
Mohamud Mohamed and 
Nabila Omar who are our 2018 
Homecoming King and Queen!  

If you could go on a 
date with anyone, who would 
it be? 
A: I would go on a date with 
Bebe Rexha. 
N: I would go on a date with 
Derek Shepherd because he's 
such a sweetheart, and Grey's 
Anatomy is my all-time 
favorite show! 

If you were a gnome, 
what would you be holding? 
A: I would be holding video 
game controller. 
N: I would be holding 
chocolate because everyone 
would want a piece of me. 

What is the most 
awkward thing that happens 
to you on a regular basis? 
A: Getting due dates mixed up 
for assignments! 
N: Coming to first period late 
and having the whole class 
watch me make my way to my 
seat. 

What is your favorite 
candle scent? 
A: Vanilla and Lavender! 
N: Cranberry Apple! 

 
 
 

 

What three things could 
you never live without? 
A: My family, books, and video 
games. 
N: My phone, my mom, and 
my religion. 

What is your worst bug 
related story? 
A: One time, my friends and I 
found a random fishing rod 
and a beehive under a bush. 
We squished all the bees with 
the rod. We thought that we 
had killed all of them, but we 
realized we had not as soon as 
we got stung! 
N: One time, I was in my room 
minding my own business, and 
all of a sudden a spider came 
by!  I hid under my blanket 
and called my mom because I 
was so afraid, and I didn't 
know what to do! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homecoming King Amin Mohamud 
Mohamed and Queen Nabila Omar 
 



 

  
Holiday 

Halloween Celebrations in St. Cloud 
Swetha Shankar 

In October, many fun 
Halloween events take place 
in the Saint Cloud Area. 
Check them out below! 

 
Pumpkinfest 

Calling all ghosts, ghouls 
and goblins to join us at Lake 
George and Eastman Park for the 
annual spooktacular celebration, 
Pumpkinfest, on Friday, October 
19th from 4-7pm. The spine-
tingling event includes trick or 
treat stations, petting zoo, 
pumpkin patch, face painting, 
hayrides and so much more... 

Get lost in the hay 
maze, or bust a move at the 
screamin' dance party on the 
mainstage with the DJ 
Monster Bash Mash! Fun is 
lurking around every corner 
during this free, safe, family-
friendly event! 

 
Harvest of Horror 

Amid the dark, rolling 
hills of St. Augusta-terror has 
struck. Through the fields and the 
woods lie the creepiest, scariest, 
most heart-pounding horrors 
imaginable. Perhaps you'll want 
to go there, because maybe it's 
thrilling? Or maybe it's too 
horrifying.  

 
 
 

The Harvest of Horror is a 
hayride you will never forget. In 
the cornfields, through the woods, 
you'll encounter-well-who knows 
what might come your way.  

The Harvest of Horror-
October 6th through 28th every 
Friday and Saturday. The 
Harvest of Horror is open from 
7-11pm rain or shine. The last 
ride leaves at 10:45pm. Come, if 
you have the guts. 

 
Grace UMC Trunk or Treat  

Take your kids trick or 
treating this Halloween in a 
safe community outreach. Kids 
trick-or-treat car to car in the 
parking lot and inside the 
church room to room as well. 
There will also be crafts and 
snacks inside, along with 
collection of non-perishable 
items for the food shelf. This 
event takes place on October 
26th from 5-7 pm.  
 

 

 

 

St. Cloud school district students and 
volunteers pile food collected for a We 
Scare Hunger food drive at the Catholic 
Charities food shelf. 

Stearns County Museum’s 
Halloween Historia 

Hunt through the 
Museum's exhibits in the 
Halloween Scavenger Hunt, visit 
the petting zoo, have a snack and 
make a craft, take a hayride, trick 
or treat, stop in to see the candy 
witch, and have your favorite 
Halloween image painted on 
your face. This is a non-scary 
family event that costs 4 dollars 
per person. It takes place on 
Saturday, October 20th from 
12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

 
We Scare Hunger 

Each year on the night of 
Halloween, Tech’s NHS and 
We Act members participate in 
We Scare Hunger. Instead of 
trick-or-treating for candy, 
participants instead trick-or-
treat for non-perishable foods. 
All of the food collected can be 
donated by bringing it to the 
school, where donation boxes 
will be set up. This food will 
then be distributed through 
Catholic Charities and used to 
feed families in the Saint Cloud 
area. Good non-perishable 
foods to collect included 
canned soup, vegetables and 
fruit (with pull top openings), 
granola bars, cereal, pasta, bags 
of rice, and others.  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

Fashion 
Another Year with More Gear 

Ashley Tarrolly  
 Have you ever heard 

that boys don’t change? Well 
neither do their clothes. After 
talking to many girls about 
their opinion on this subject, 
most responded will an eye 
roll and disappointed shrug.  

Though some guys do 
take the time to put in effort 
by wearing khakis and a nice 
shirt, most take the route of 
Air Jordan shorts and a 
wrinkled t-shirt from the 
bottom of their clean laundry 
pile. Well, according to them, 
it is only sometimes from 
their clean pile.  

Now, for the staples. If 
you haven't already spent all 
your back to school shopping 
money and you are looking 
for some things in the long-
lasting trend category, here 
are some ideas. Every year, 
there are definitely things 
that do not change. For 
example, Under Armour 
shorts are classic, something 
seen every year, and never go 
out of style.  

In addition, investing 
in a nice pair of jeans and a 
pair of white Converse or 
Vans might be a good idea. 
 
  
 

With the new year 
comes new fashion. It is 
exciting to be in the hallways 
and see everybody dressed 
up so nicely each day. Well, 
that is, right now.  

In about one month, 
everyone will be in sweats 
and a sweatshirt. But hey, 
who doesn’t love first 
impressions, especially for 
that cute person you pass in 
the hallway after period 4.  
 Every year brings 
about new styles. This year, 
many girls have been 
wearing skinny jeans and 
tube tops. Jean skirts and a 
sporty crop top have been 
popular. Denim jackets and 
graphic tees are also making 
their rounds again.  

On the bolder side, 
some females are choosing 
the style of a tight tank top 
with palazzo pants. Many 
have been creating their own 
styles and branching out as 
well. It is extremely fun to see 
people not only keeping up 
with the latest trends but also 
starting new ones.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

An athletic sweatshirt is 
never a bad idea either. You 
also can never go wrong with 
an oversized warm sweater. 

No matter what you 
decide to put on, nothing 
says fashion more than 
confidence and class. Be your 
own person. Don’t dress like 
everyone else because that is 
no fun. It is cool and okay to 
stand out a little!  

Here are 5 fashion tips 
to live by this year: 

1. Don’t look down, 
stand tall! Own what 
you are wearing! 

2. If someone else might 
have it on, choose 
something else. Be 
unique! 

3. Whatever you wear, 
wear it with 
confidence. 

4. Beauty comes in all 
shapes and sizes. There 
is no right or wrong 
way to do fashion! 

5. Remember, people 
want to see your 
clothes, not your skin. 
Keep it classy, Tech 
High School!   

 



 

 

 

  

Tech 

Advice 
A Senior’s Advice for Freshmen 

Abigail LaLonde 

While we are on the 
topic of homework, make 
sure to use your study time 
wisely. You will only have a 
study hour for your first two 
years of high school. 
Although it may not feel like 
much, you can really 
accomplish a lot in twenty 
minutes.  

When you are an 
upperclassman, you will get 
to have an entire hour to 
study.  Studying is an 
important skill to pick up on. 
If you can set aside twenty 
minutes each night to study 
for your classes, you will 
already know the 
information when it comes to 
test day, and it will make the 
day go by smoothly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abigail LaLonde (senior) pictured with her 
brother Nicholas (freshman). 

 
I know all of you 

freshmen have been told at 
least a thousand times by a 
thousand different people 
what the best advice for 
freshmen is and what you 
really need to know. I am 
here to set it straight and let 
you know what I believe 
every freshman should 
know.  

The biggest piece of 
advice I can give you is to get 
involved- seriously! There are 
so many interesting clubs 
and activities to join, and 
there is literally something 
for everyone. If you are 
worried about not being 
good enough or not fitting in, 
don’t worry about it, and just 
try it. You never know how 
good you are going to be 
until you try it, and you 
might even love it!  

Another piece of 
advice you should know is to 
stay ahead in school. When 
your teacher assigns you 
homework in advance, do it. 
I know you will never want 
to do it, but trust me, you 
will thank yourself for it 
later. Always get your 
homework done before the 
due date; it will help reduce 
your homework load and 
stress. 
 

Starting a routine for 
your weekday is an excellent 
idea. Getting up and going to 
bed at the same time every 
day will help your body 
adjust and feel well rested. 
Along with feeling well 
rested, you should always 
make time to study.  

One of the inevitable 
parts of being a freshman you 
should know about is friends 
change.  Seriously- and 
believe me when I say this- 
the friends you had in middle 
school will change. In high 
school, you focus on the 
classes you pick, and you will 
meet so many amazing 
people in those classes and 
make a plethora of new 
friends. 

Now that you know 
everything you need to know 
as a freshman, go out there, 
and slay your freshman year!  
 
  
  
 
 
 



 

 

  

Tech Students 
What Students are Looking Forward to This Year 

Rose Lopez and Anna Miller 

Sophomore year is the 
time when most high school 
students are turning sixteen, 
and they are excited for the 
small taste of freedom that 
getting their driver's licenses 
brings. One of the most 
common replies to the 
question “What are you 
looking forward to most this 
year?” was either “not being a 
freshman and being called a 
‘freshie’ or ‘fresh meat’ 
anymore” or “not being the 
youngest and now getting to 
pick on the freshmen about 
not knowing which side of the 
hallway to walk on or kicking 
them to the back of the student 
section at football games.” The 
sophomores feel as if they are 
moving up in the world of 
high school as the 
upperclassman traditions of 
joking around with freshmen 
carries on. 

The juniors are thrilled 
for their first year of prom, 
and most girls cannot wait to 
pick out their beautiful prom 
dresses. Of course, everyone's 
waiting to see the amazing 
promposals to come too. They 
are excited for the decorations 
and the excitement the night 
will bring. 

 
 
 
 

There are numerous 
festivities to look forward to in 
the 2018-2019 school year, such 
as the upcoming football games, 
the new Tech, sports, clubs, the 
musical, and of course, 
homecoming. Many students 
are excited to attend to the 
forthcoming dances. They are 
excited to show their school 
spirit during homecoming week 
and to watch and cheer with 
fervor for their homecoming 
royalty as they strut around the 
gym. Most of the students are 
excited to see what themes and 
decorations they have in store 
for the dances, and some even 
pitched ideas such as a Disney 
theme for Prom. 

The most popular advice 
this school year among the 
freshmen class is to “get 
involved and be a part of 
activities to get the full high 
school experience.” Freshmen 
are excited to participate in 
speech, language clubs, the 
yearbook, and student council. 
For freshmen, a new school 
means new teachers, classes, 
and friend groups. They are 
eager to have set routines for 
high school, which is 
mandatory to maintain good 
grades and stay on top of 
homework.  

 
 
 
 

Additionally, the juniors 
seem more excited for this year 
to be over than for the year 
itself and are on the edge of 
their seats with anticipation to 
get started with senior year. 
They cannot wait for their final 
year of high school and the rush 
of excitement that is bottled up, 
ready to explode at graduation. 
It seems as though juniors are 
more excited than the actual 
seniors because they are not 
taking on the stress of writing 
and filling out college 
applications that seniors have to 
endure around this time of year.  

Many of the seniors are 
looking forward to their last 
year of high school and the final 
memories they will be making 
at many school events. A lot of 
the seniors are honored to be 
the final graduating class of 
Technical High School and they 
cannot wait for the bitter 
sweetness of graduation and 
being on their way to new lives. 
Although many are not looking 
forward to the nerve racking 
and anxiety prone situation of 
choosing a college to attend, 
choosing a career and a path to 
take is pretty exhilarating. 
  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Extra Curriculars 

The Tech varsity boys’ 
soccer team also has done an 
incredible job in continuing to 
train hard and score goals. 
This has made it possible for 
them to have a great record of 
7 wins, 2 ties, and 1 loss. 

The girls’ tennis team 
has reportedly done well at 
many of their meets, and so 
has the girls’ swimming and 
diving. Other activities, like 
the Tech girls’ soccer team, 
have put in a lot of effort and 
have continued to work hard, 
despite less successful 
seasons.  They have an 
overall record of three wins, 
eight ties and five losses. The 
girls’ volleyball team has 
worked hard to improve from 
last year by currently having 
a record of 5 wins and 14 
losses.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Taylor Maiers, a member of the girls’ 
soccer team, during practice 

 When you think of 
Tech High School, you 
probably think of its amazing 
activities, especially the fall 
activities. The 2018-2019 Tech 
fall activities have kicked off 
to a great start. The sports 
that take place in the fall are 
football, girls’/boys’ soccer, 
girls’ swimming and diving, 
volleyball, cross country, and 
girls’ Tennis.   

So far, Tech’s fall 
activities have had great 
attendance at games and a 
great number of alumni 
coming to the games. They 
have also had great student 
involvement and school spirit 
for most of their games, 
which truly helps teams and 
activities flourish. 

Tech has been quite 
successful with many sports 
in past years but currently, 
the Tech football team is 
having a very strong season. 
Tech football is so strong that 
as of September 27th, their 
record is 4 wins and zero 
losses overall, making the 
team rank number 11th in 
class 4A in the entire state!  
  
 

 

From singing the Alma 
Mater to getting dressed up 
for games, the school spirit at 
Tech has always been 
incomparable to other 
schools. It is such a huge part 
of being a student or teacher 
at Tech. The Tech Tigers have 
shot for success by trying to 
demonstrate school pride 
that outshines all other 
schools in the area. Nothing 
stands above Tech’s 
responsible, respectful, and 
proud students.   

Hopefully, the Tech 
activities will be able to 
continue to win games and 
be able to attain records that 
have more wins than losses. 
It’s possible as long as 
students are able to work 
hard, participate in some 
way, and be supportive of 
each other.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

The girls’ volleyball team during a game 

 

 

Fall Activities and Athletics 
Grace Miller and Aubrey Nistler 



 

 

 

New Teacher Feature 
Meet Mr. Walz 

 

By Grace Hennen 

 With the new school 
year, we got a lot of new 
teachers at Tech.  One of these 
new teachers is Alexander 
Walz.  He teaches Algebra 1.2 
and Pre-Algebra 1.  I met with 
him and asked him some 
questions so that students can 
get to know him better.    

What are you most 
looking forward to at Tech?  
I am looking forward to 
growing as a professional. I 
want to get as many 
experiences as possible and 
meet as many students as 
possible. I think the staff here 
is great so far and they have 
helped me grow as a teacher 
already. 

How would you 
describe yourself using three 
characteristics?  
I like to have fun, and I think 
I’m funny. I love sports; I eat 
and breathe sports. I’m a 
Minnesota sports guy, and 
sports kind of control my 
mood. I’m very 
understanding. I can take into 
consideration what students 
are going through, speaking as 
I was in their shoes about six 
or seven years ago. I 
understand what is going on. I 
feel like I am a very 
understanding guy. 
  
  
 

 

 If you were stuck on a 
desert island, what three 
things would you bring?  
I would need a basketball and 
a basketball hoop. I would 
need the biggest book 
possible. I’m going to carve it 
out and put a first aid kit, 
matches, blankets, and another 
book that I like to read, John 
Wooden’s Pyramid of Success. 
Then my third thing would 
probably be my black labs, 
Lily and Oliver. 

Did you hear any 
rumors about Tech before 
you started here?  
Not a lot of rumors I would 
say. I think people had 
different opinions on just St. 
Cloud in general but not really 
Tech alone. When I came here 
I made my own opinions and 
that’s what really matters. I 
generate my own opinions, 
and I think Tech is a really 
great school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       New teacher Mr. Alexander Walz 
  
 

 

 Who is your favorite 
superhero and why?  
I love Marvel first of all. My 
favorite superhero is probably 
Iron Man for his use of 
technology and his brain. 

Are you an outdoors 
person? 
I love the outdoors. I go 
outside all the time. I like to go 
hiking, long boarding, and 
camping. I went to college at 
Winona which is a big 
outdoors place.  

What made you want to 
become a math teacher?  
I think it comes down to my 
love of math. I think math is 
used so often, and people 
don’t realize it. I want people 
to understand how much we 
really use math. I had some 
great teachers growing up that 
basically treated me as a 
friend, and that is why I really 
want to become a teacher. I 
originally wanted to go into 
sports journalism, but I 
realized that I couldn’t write, 
so I went to my next best. I 
love numbers. I always grew 
up playing cards with my 
grandfather, which is where 
my love of math came from. I 
also wanted to get into 
coaching, and teaching is a 
way to do that. 
  
  
 

 


