
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
We approach that time of year again where spring (hopefully!) is in the air as well as 
statewide assessments. I find that parents and students experience more confidence 
in the assessment process when they better understand its purpose and expected 
outcomes. The information below is provided to answer your questions about what 
MCA assessments are and why we administer them to our students. 
 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) are state tests in mathematics, 
reading and science that meet the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA.)  They are given every year to measure student performance against the 
Minnesota Academic Standards that specify what students in a particular grade 
should know and be able to do. This year, all testing will be conducted online except 
for paper accommodations that are available for eligible students. 
 
Assessment results can be used to determine whether all students are mastering 
key content knowledge and attaining the skills necessary for future success in 
education and the workforce.  Schools use the information to improve classroom 
teaching and learning. Teachers and principals look for areas where students do 
well so they can reinforce the ways they teach these skills. They also look for areas 
of improvement so they can increase instructional time or change their instruction.   
 
Districts and schools use the results as only one part of the comprehensive 
information they collect on students and their performance.  Furthermore, the 
amount of time preparing for and taking statewide assessments is a very small 
percentage of instructional time over the course of a school year, averaging less than 
one percent.  
 
Participation in these assessments is also important to your school as a whole.  MCA 
results are used to determine school and district accountability, which are used in 
turn to help identify schools that need additional support as well as to recognize 
schools that are demonstrating high performance.  If students do not participate in 
the assessments, the data for the district and school may be inaccurate and 
adversely affect the school, even making it ineligible for Celebration and Reward 
school recognition. 
 
Please contact your child’s school or teacher if you would like more information 
about the MCAs.  We also have assessment information posted on the District 
website under the Teaching and Learning Department. 
 
Read the enclosed tip sheet on page 2 for tips on how to prepare your students for 
testing. 
 
 
 
 



Test Prep Tips for Parents and Students 
 
 

 Share an enthusiasm for reading, solving puzzles and discovery 
with your children. 

 Provide students with a quiet study area. 
 Encourage good study habits, setting aside a time every day for 

reading and homework. 
 Talk to teachers and the principal if you have concerns about your 

children’s progress. 
 Give students the opportunity to become familiar with the format 

of the test.  
o Item samplers provide examples of the types of questions 

that are on the test. You can find item samplers for each 
grade and subject on the PearsonAccess website 
www.pearsonaccess.com (go to PeasonAccess > Item 
Samplers.)  

o Student tutorials are available that also show students how 
to navigate the online test, use online test tools and answer 
different types of test questions. (Go to PearsonAccess > 
Resources > Student Resources.) 

 Encourage students to answer all test questions. 
 Have students get a good night’s sleep and eat a nutritious, 

protein-filled breakfast before taking a test.  
 
 
 
 

For additional information go to MDE’s website: 
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/JustParent/TestReq/ 
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