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Acorn News 

                                                 -Mighty oaks from tiny acorns grow 
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Dear Oak Hill Families, 

It has been an amazing start to our school year. Students have quickly adapted to the routines of 

the school year with the youthful excitement that makes me enjoy coming back each year. It is wonderful to 

see our students moving throughout our school with smiles and excitement. Our wonderful, veteran staff have 

made your child’s school year start a success! 

We are excited to see our morning drop offs change become a reality. As a reminder, students can be dropped 

off as early as 7:00 am. We have supervision available for students in the cafeteria until they go off to class 

when the bell rings at 7:20. We do ask, though, that if you are walking your child to the cafeteria in the morn-

ing that you park in the parking area and not in the drop off line. This will help keep traffic moving as more of 

our families arrive between 7:20–7:35 and will not have to go around a parked vehicle.  

During our afternoon pick up, we also have a request. For those families who are coming into the building to 

pick up their children in the front entry, we ask that you try to find a parking spot. We have discovered that we 

do get some congestion in the pick up lane at the end of the school day due to parking and leaving vehicles 

unattended. Thank you to everyone for trying to keep our traffic moving.  

Finally, I wanted to comment on school safety. With the events at Crossroads Mall this past weekend, I know 

that as parents we worry about the safety of our kids. Our staff was prepared on Monday morning to work 

with students who had concerns or worries. Please be assured that school staff have trained and are prepared 

to keep your child safe. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call me! 

-Michael Rivard, Principal 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers are needed on   

Tuesday, October 11th for    

picture retake day, and     

Thursday, October 27th for our 

Fall Festival. If you are able to 

volunteer, please contact 

Robert at 641-640-0236 or 

mrjwbpower@gmail.com. 

 

October 4th PTSA Meeting 

Superintendent Jett will be presenting 

information regarding the upcoming 

Building Referendum as part of our 

monthly PTSA meeting on October 4th  

at 6:00 pm in the cafeteria. Learn how  

the district has gathered internal and   

external feedback through community 

listening sessions and advisory groups. 

Join us for information on this important 

decision! 
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Oak Hill Calendar 

October 4th: PTSA Meeting in the Cafeteria 

October 10th: Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser 

October 11th: Picture Retake Day 

October 25th and 27th: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

October 27th: Fall Festival  

          October 31st: Texas Roadhouse Gift Card Fundraiser Starts 

Counselor's Corner 

The elementary counseling program focuses on caring relationships to help all children feel valued and 

supported. Along with school staff, counselors help to create a safe and positive learning environment. Stu-

dents have access to the school-counseling program through the request of the parent, teacher, or child. 

Here are some prior parent perspectives: 

Something will happen and you don’t know how your child will react to it, because it has never happened 

before. I think it is good for a child to talk to a counselor, a third person, to hear that it will be okay. It 

happens to other kids; your not the only one. 

Having someone who is trained in where the kids need to be at their age level– that helps me since I have 

only one child. She helps me know what normal is… I work with kids everyday, but having someone [my 

daughter] can talk to is very valuable. To know that she’s not lost, that somebody is aware of her and her 

needs. 

As we begin another school year I am reminded, by current events, of the challenges that face parents and 

children related to safety. High profile acts of violence can confuse and frighten children who may feel in 

danger or worry that their friends or loved-ones are at risk. They will look to adults for information and 

guidance on how to react. Children who have had a past traumatic experience or personal loss, may be at 

greater risk for more severe reactions than others. It is important to reassure children that they are safe and 

that there are many practices and laws in place to protect children that we did not have in the past. It is also 

important to limit media viewing of these events, be aware if media is on in common areas, and to be 

mindful of the content of conversations that adults have with each other in front of children. Perhaps most 

important, is to continue to do things that keep you and your family healthy: play, laugh, learn, and show 

others you care. 

Please contact me at anytime throughout the year if you have questions or concerns, 320.251.7936 ext 

4604. 

-Nancy Streng, MS, School Counselor 

Retake Day 

Picture retake day will take place 
on Tuesday, October 11th. Order 

forms can be picked up in the office. 

Thank you! 

A big thank you to Jen Collier 
and Jen Reker for all your help 
with picture day! Your help was 
appreciated to help the day run 
smoothly! 



 

 

      Academic Assessment 

The beginning of the school year is an exciting time for our students and  

teachers as they get to know one another and develop their classroom families! 

Knowing students means more than merely obtaining social or administrative 

information—students' names and ages, something about their friendship     

circles, a bit about their family background or a few statistics from their      

academic record. To maximize learning, we need to dig deeper and get to 

know your child as a learner! This means a variety of assessments and    

benchmarks.  Some of the assessments will be taken on the computer, such as 

the STAR reading and math assessments for grades 2-5 and STAR early      

literacy assessment for grades K and 1. Other assessments such as Oral    

Reading Fluency for grades 1-5(ORF), Letter Sound Fluency (LSF) for grades 

K and 1 and Running Records for grades 1-5 will be individually administered 

by your child’s teacher and/or licensed intervention teacher. Using this        

information, your child’s teacher will be able to develop a safe environment 

for learning, determine each student’s readiness for learning and identify    

multiple access points to the curriculum to increase engagement and success. 

Look for this information to be shared with you at your child’s conference in 

October.  In the mean time, you can support your child by encouraging them  

to give their best effort and show what they know!  

 



 

 

 

Movie Night 

Join us on Friday,                   

November 4th for     

Oak Hill Family   

Movie Night.  

5
th
 Grade Knowledge Bowl 

Does your child like trivia games and brainteasers? Would they enjoy working with a team of 

students to answer questions while competing with teams from other schools? If your answers 

are YES then Knowledge Bowl might be the activity for them! Knowledge bowl takes place for 

5th and 6th graders attending St. Cloud Area schools during the months of October and     

November. Students who participate in knowledge bowl attend a few practices and four 

meets. It’s a great way to meet friends, work together as a team and try something new.  

Meet Schedule 

October 10th @ Clearview 4-6:15pm 

October 24th @ Lincoln 4-6:15pm 

November 1st @ Talahi 4-6:15pm 

November 7th @ Oak Hill 4-6:15pm 

Transportation is provided to all meets from the student’s home school. Forms were offered to your child in class 

and should be returned to their homeroom teacher by September 27th. There is a $5.00 participation fee. Scholar-

ships are available.  

We are also looking for several volunteer coaches. If you are willing to coach a team, please indicate that on 

your child’s form and/or contact Amy Dvorak, building Academic Achievement Coordinator, at 251-7936 x4759 or 

amy.dvorak@isd742.org. Training will be provided for you on Monday September 29th from 6:00-7:30. The training 

will be held at Apollo High School in Conference Room D. 

We are delighted to introduce you to the new compre-
hensive health, substance abuse and violence preven-
tion program in your child will be participating this year. 
This program, THE GREAT BODY SHOP, will help your 
child learn more about his or her own body and how to 
take care of it.  The program is a team effort involving 
you, your child, the teacher, and members of the com-
munity. Please look for the family letter and student 
issue that will come home with your child in the follow-



 

 

This has been a busy week for Oak Hill PTSA as we have been preparing for our 4th Annual Walk N Rock fundraiser! 

Hopefully you are also hearing or have already heard from your children about how much fun that they had today   

raising money for our students and their classrooms AND that we have had another successful walk! 

The Walk N Rock fundraiser was an idea that was started by Oak Hill PTSA and staff and the BLEND program as a 

healthy initiative to get kids active while raising money for our school. It is amazing to see the excitement and energy 

the students have for this event and the pride that results in raising money for our school. This fundraiser is especially 

exciting for the PTSA and staff as 100% of the money raised goes directly back to our classrooms! 

As of Wednesday morning, we have raised $10,000! It is never too late to turn in the envelopes and money. 

Typically, the PTSA gives more than $30,000 to our students each year! 

A special thank you to our sponsors– Horace Mann Insurance, KCLD, Cherry Berry, St. Cloud Limo, Bravo Burrito, 

Target, United Way and Bounce Adventure.  

We also want to thank the parents who planned to help with the event and those who volunteered through United 

Way Day of Caring. We couldn’t have done this without you! Please thank these individuals when you see them at 

school or in our community. 

  Dan Wolgamott Teresa Okerlund Kim Vavarek  

  Shelby Ridinger  Tom Stachowski Stacy Stine 

  Jenny Russell  Jennifer Doschadis Craid Doschadis 

  Sara Balfanz  Adrianna Marshall Tami Condon 

  Heather Abfalter Jean Ouimette  Leanne Douglass 

  Tina Hasselbring Tiffany Huffman  Tom Glieden 

  Amanda Ranweiler Skye VanLith  Lisa Wagner 

A HUGE thank you to all of our Oak Hill Staff who helped get our children excited about this event; to the Walk N 

Rock planning committee of Mark Heysse, Paul Bates, Mr. Rivard and Joy Gustin, Sue Stang, Ruth LaFerriere, Julie Miller 

and Esther Dusha in the office; Laura and the kitchen staff; and Billy and the custodial staff and the PTSA board     

members Jennifer Roche, Jessica Glieden, Sara Backes, Angie Janni, Jennifer Collier and Robert Power! 

On another note, we are excited that the PTSA board positions have all been filled for this academic year. A warm 

welcome to Robert Power, our new Events/Volunteer Coordinator. 

- Joy Gustin, PTSA President 

2016-2017 PTSA Board 

   President: Joy Gustin   Vice President: Jennifer Roche 

   Treasurer: Sara Backes   Secretary: Jennifer Collier 

   Ways and Means: Jessica Glieden Acorn Editor: Angie Janni  

   Teacher Liaison: Amanda Anderson Events/Volunteer Coordinator: Robert Power 

News From Your PTSA Members 

Future PTSA Meetings 

Join us on Tuesday, October 4th in the cafeteria and Tuesday, November 1st in the media center 
at 6:00 pm for our upcoming PTSA meetings! 


